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Cattle are sometimes the best conservation managers as

since they were replaced with tractors and other farm

they graze on the aggressive (but presumably tasty) grasses,

machinery, the demand for hay has reduced significantly.

and prevent the more delicate wildflowers from being

This, added to changes in farming practices, has led to hay
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for wildlife as well as for fodder.

open patches. Many insects need this mixture of open and

The hay is cut after mid July, when the flowers have set

dense grassy areas for different parts of their lifecycles. A

seed. Allowing the development of seed heads ensures a
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land is utilised for farming without compromising the wildlife.
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Drystone walls form a distinctive
part of this landscape as well as
being particularly good sanctuaries
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the stones in the spring.
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the Ewden Valley, Carr House Meadows Nature

Perched on a hillside above Wharncliffe Side in

Carr House Meadows Nature Reserve

that

hedgerows hint at the

bluebells along the old

fringes of the vividly coloured

locality. In the late spring the

some of which are seldom seen in the

common Red Campion, the Ragged

A) Ragged Robin - related to the more
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middle of the site, and is a narrow winding lane

Carr House Meadows Nature Reserve is
owned by Sheffield City Council and leased &
managed by Sheffield Wildlife Trust.
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texture and their colour
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and coupled with the deep purple of
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orchids (southern marsh and common spotted)
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and foxglove - this riot of colour lifts the

in species rich grasslands
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spirits even on the greyest of summer days.

throughout the British Isles.
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The colours provided by the wildflowers

The seeds of this flower rattle
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A good way to visit the site

knapweed, the fields attract a plethora of

to
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are equalled by the butterflies, which are abundant

the

is part of a wider walk in the

flying insects. Throughout the growing season

yellows.

offers that opportunity, with its

in their cases hence the name.

across

Ewden Valley.

you can also see ox-eye daisy, scabious,

spectacular display of wildflowers, A) Ragged Robin in the meadows. Lurking above and within the
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July you'll notice the shape
B) Hygrocybe Fungus
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How to get there: Carr House Meadows is just

outside the village of Wharncliffe Side, next to

Brightholmlee. Carr House Lane runs through the

with limited parking. Parking on the lane is

inadvisable. The nearest bus stop is on the

Stocksbridge Road (A6102) at Wharncliffe Side.

You'll need to alight at the pub (named the Blue Ball

at the time of printing) and walk up Brightholmlee

Lane, which turns into Carr House Lane.

Access on the reserve: Please note that the

car park is only open for events and workdays.

The site is steep throughout, and can get very

wet in the winter months over large areas.

Therefore the site may not be suitable for those

with walking difficulties - walks around the

nearby reservoirs may be more suitable.

See the main map for locations, names of

bus stops and footpaths. For up-to-date bus

times please phone Traveline: 01709 51 51 51
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