
Feathered cornucopia
The woodlands of Wyming Brook offer a feast for many different species of 
birds. Amongst the conifers, coal tits and goldcrests forage with agility. The 
crossbill with its specialised bill often visits the reserve to feed on the seeds that 
it prises out of pinecones. In the broadleaf trees, willow warblers, chiffchaffs, 
wood warblers, bullfinches, siskins and blackcaps sing with gusto to defend their 
territories.  

Alongside the rushing stream (from which Wyming Brook, or ‘Winding Brook’ 
gets its name), the flash of black and white dippers is often seen. These small 
birds live exclusively along fast flowing streams and rivers, foraging for aquatic 
insects that abound in these waters.  

The open heathland of Fox Hagg, together with the dense woodland, means that 
a whole host of wildlife thrives on the site, including meadow pipits, tree pipits, 
redstarts, linnets and a variety of warblers which flit between the scattered birch 
and the woodland edge.
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The nature reserves and adjoining paths can also be found on the 
Ordnance Survey Maps Explorer Outdoor Leisure 1  — The Peak District 
Dark Peak Area, and Landranger 110. 
This map was based on Ordnance Survey data. © Crown copyright. All rights reserved. Licence 
number 100033899.

Male crossbill
©Paul Hobson

A healthy heath
Since shepherds ceased grazing their sheep and cutting the 
holly for winter fodder on Fox Hagg, the heathland is gradually 
becoming dominated by birch trees. If left unchecked, this 
would in time lead to the loss of the mix of open heath and 
scrub and the associated wildlife. To maintain this mosaic of 
different habitats, small areas of scrub are cut on a 5-year 
cycle. In some areas of the reserve bracken is also being 
controlled to prevent the heather from being choked out. This 
will ensure that the heathland remains an area rich in wildlife for 
years to come.  

Wood warbler
©Paul Hobson

Peacock butterfly
©Alistair Campbel

Guided dawn 
chorus walk at 
Wyming Brook
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