LNP Meeting 08/07/2025

Biological Recording Schemes: Erika raised the topic of biological recording schemes, highlighting the
complexity and the need for simplification in the South Yorkshire area. Roy and Tom contributed to the
discussion. There was also emphasis on the importance of recording data accurately and the need for
detailed grid references.

Crayfish Surveys: Erika discussed the Yorkshire Crayfish Forum and the need for more detailed surveys in
the South Yorkshire area. Sean mentioned that his colleague Steph Renshaw is involved in crayfish
surveys for Yorkshire Water, and Anthony noted the involvement of Tim Selway and Catherine Lilliston
from the Environment Agency.

Water Vole Surveys: Sean brought up the topic of water vole surveys, mentioning the evidence of
populations in upland headwater streams. Erika suggested creating a map similar to the crayfish story
map to show the overall picture of water voles in the area.

Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) Updates: Claire provided an update on the LNRS, mentioning the
third and final draft from RSK, the priorities and measures, and the tendering process for mapping. Roy
added information about upcoming engagement workshops and a dedicated farmer and landowner
workshop.

Planning for Nature Project: Tom and Roy introduced the Planning for Nature project, funded by SLC,
which aims to generate an understanding of different ways to identify and manage land for nature
recovery and development. They proposed working with a small group to develop agendas for
discussions and suggested site-based walkovers.

Strategic Delivery Projects Table: Roy mentioned that there is a starting point for a directory of strategic
projects and a map that goes with it. He suggested pulling something together and sending it out for
review and elaboration.

Farmer and Landowner Support: Erika expressed frustration about the lack of support for farmers in the
South Yorkshire area and the need for more farm facilitators. Tim mentioned the Dearne Valley Farmer
cluster and the UNESCO Biosphere proposal, which includes community engagement with farmers.

Source to Sea and Nature-Based Solutions: Anthony provided an update on the Source to Sea project
and the challenges in accessing funding for nature-based solutions. He emphasised the need for
coordination and development to achieve landscape-scale delivery.

Plans for the LNP Moving Forward: The group discussed the future of the LNP, with suggestions to
merge with the LNRS delivery steering group and maintain connections with Nature North. Claire agreed
to continue chairing the meetings, with the possibility of rotating the chair in the future.



Follow-up tasks

Farmer Engagement: Request an update from Anna Hawkins on the South Yorkshire Sustainability
Centre's project regarding farmer workshops and funding. (Tim)

Crayfish Surveys: Coordinate with Trevor Mayne to involve him in crayfish surveys in Barnsley and share
his contact details with Erika. (Claire)

Water Vole Mapping: Discuss with Billy the creation of a story map for water voles, similar to the
crayfish map, and collaborate with Erika on this project. (Sean)

Strategic Projects Directory: Compile and send out a draft directory of strategic projects along with a
note for review and elaboration by the LNP. (Roy)

LNRS Public Consultation: Email Laurie to request an updated timeline for the LNRS public consultation
and share the details with the LNP. (Claire)

Nature North Link: Maintain contact with Helen Batt to ensure ongoing connection with Nature North
and provide updates to the LNP. (Anthony)

Farmer Support: Follow up with Yorkshire Water regarding their farming grants and identify the best
contact person for Erika to discuss potential funding opportunities. (Sean)

LNP Future Plans: Encourage SYMCA to attend future LNP meetings and discuss the potential merger of
the LNP with the LNRS delivery group. (Liam)



